
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s rights 
bulletin 

Welcome to CRAE’s Young Activists Network 
CRAE’s Young Activists Network is for all our members under the age of 18. You get all the 
benefits of being a CRAE member – including this bulletin! – and now you’ll also be able to get 
involved in our campaigns to protect and respect children’s human rights. An important part of 

this will be telling us what you’ve been doing to promote children’s rights where you live. 
If you would like more information on any of the stories in this bulletin, or want to tell us what you 

think about the bulletin, please contact Carla Garnelas on 020 7278 8222 extension 25 or at 
cgarnelas@crae.org.uk.  
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Take action: Votes at 16! 
Voting is an important human right. On 6 May over a million 16 and 17 
year-olds will be denied the vote, and we think this is unfair. 
 
CRAE is part of the Votes at 16 coalition. This campaigns for the 
voting age to be lowered to 16 (it is 18 at the moment). We are 
determined to keep the pressure on politicians so that this will be the 
last general election where 16 and 17 year-olds are not allowed to 
vote. 
 
Interested in this issue?  
Visit the Votes at 16 website at 
www.votesat16.org.uk to find out 
how to join the campaign. 
 
Become a fan of Votes at 16 on 
Facebook 
 
Follow the campaign on twitter 

 

 
 
 
 

Votes at 16 campaigns for 16 and 17 year-olds to be given the right 
to vote in all UK public elections. It was launched in 2003, and is 
made up of 40 leading youth and democracy organisations. The 
Votes at 16 campaign is supported by thousands of young people 
and people of all ages, as well as politicians, the Welsh Assembly 
and the Scottish Parliament. 
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Children’s rights in the manifestos 
In the last few weeks, the 3 main political parties – the Conservatives, Labour and 
the Liberal Democrats – published their manifestos for the General Election.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Human rights  
Labour and the Liberal Democrats have said they will protect the Human Rights Act 
and have a written constitution. 
 
The Conservatives plan to replace the Human Rights Act with a UK Bill of Rights. 
 
The Liberal Democrats will make the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 
part of the law in the UK. 
 
 

A manifesto is a document where a political party sets 
out its policies (what it believes, and what it will do) on 
lots of different issues. Manifestos are published just 
before a general election takes place. 

What did they 
say about  
children’s rights?  

The Human Rights Act was passed in 1998. It makes most of 
the rights and freedoms in the European Convention on Human 
Rights part of UK law. This means that human rights must be 
followed, and that you can bring a case to court in the UK if 
your rights are not respected. 

General election update 

A general election is a day when most citizens over 18 can 
vote for the politicians they want to run the country. A  
general election is usually held every four or five years, and 
the Government is allowed to decide when it will be. The last 
general election was held in May 2005. The next one is  
going to be 6 May 2010.  
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Crime  
All 3 parties want to involve local people in dealing with crime and anti-social 
behaviour. Labour and the Liberal Democrats will bring in more restorative justice 
programmes – this is where the person who has committed a crime meets with the 
person affected by that crime, and an agreement is reached on making up for the 
crime.  
 
The Conservatives will scrap police forms for stop and search and reform the 
youth justice system. The Conservatives and Labour have said that children 
leaving prison will get more support. Labour wants to reduce the number of 
children who are locked up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Education  
The Conservatives will give headteachers the final say on school exclusions. They 
will make it easier for teachers to deal with violence in schools. They will stop 
closing “special schools” (schools for children with disabilities). 
 
The Labour Party wants schools to give parents and students guarantees about 
the education children will receive. They want to introduce compulsory sex and 
relationships education. They will increase the number of teachers working with 
children with severe learning disabilities. 
 
The Liberal Democrats want to make sure faith schools have fair admissions rules 
(meaning that children of all religions have the chance to go to these schools). 
They will scrap plans to make it an offence for 16 and 17 year-olds not to be in 
education or training. 
 
 

Immigration  
The Liberal Democrats will stop locking up children for immigration reasons. 
 
 

Money  
All parties aim to end child poverty by 2020. The Liberal 
Democrats want to make the minimum wage the same for 
everyone over 16.  
 
 
 

The youth justice system is the way children and young people 
 who are accused of committing a crime are dealt with. It includes the 
police, the courts, prisons, and the probation service.  
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Privacy   
The Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats will get rid of the ContactPoint 
database and identity cards. 
 
The Liberal Democrats want to stop children’s DNA being stored, and stop schools 
fingerprinting students without permission from parents. They also want to improve 
the rules around the use of CCTV. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Voting rights 
Labour and the Liberal Democrats support lowering the voting age to 16. 
 
Read our article on the CRAE website to find out more: http://www.crae.org.uk/
protecting/general-election-2010.html  

ContactPoint is a national database that will hold information 
about every child in England aged 17 and under. This information 
will include each child’s name, address, date of birth, parents or 
carers, and details of some services each child uses.  

How committed are our political parties to 
children’s rights? 
This month, CRAE wrote to the Conservative, Labour and Liberal Democrat parties 
to ask them what they will do for children’s rights if they win the general election. 
We asked them 6 questions about important children’s rights issues: 
 
�x�� Will an important minister be in charge of children’s human rights? 
�x�� What action will they take on the UN’s recommendations about children’s  
         rights? 
�x�� Will they think about children’s rights when they are making laws and policies    
        affecting children? 
�x�� Will they listen to children’s views and take them seriously? 
�x�� Will they give children’s rights training to adults working with children, and 
         make sure children’s rights are taught in schools? 
�x�� Will they promote positive images of children and young people? 
 
CRAE’s national co-ordinator Carolyne Willow says: ‘There are 11 million children in 
England. While under-18s have no vote, these children are surrounded by parents, 
grandparents, neighbours and other adult voters that want to know politicians’ plans 
for protecting children’s rights.’  
 
CRAE will publish the replies we receive on our website before the general election.  
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Children to be able to bring complaints  
directly to the UN  
The UN Human Rights Council has adopted a 
resolution to begin writing a new Optional 
Protocol to the CRC. This will allow children (and 
people representing them) to bring a complaint 
straight to the UN Committee on the Rights of the 
Child if their rights have been ignored.  
 
A campaign supported by over 600 NGOs and 
children has been working hard for 4 years to get 
this new legal right for children. CRAE will be 
working with other NGOs across the world to make 
sure that children are involved in writing this new 
part of the CRC. We will also be encouraging the UK Government to support this 
new protection for children’s rights.  
 
Download the UN resolution: http://www.crin.org/docs/Resolution_coms_03_10.doc 
 
 The Human Rights Council is a body in the UN whose job is to promote and 

protect human rights around the world. It is made up of UN Member States. It 
carries out examinations of the human rights situation in different countries, 
and sets out what UN Member States must do to better protect human rights. 

A resolution is a formal decision made by the UN, agreed by a vote of 
Member States. 

Optional Protocols are new rules that have been added to a Convention, which 
governments can decide if they want to agree to. The UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child has 2 Optional Protocols - one on the involvement of children in armed 
conflict and one on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography. 

An NGO is a non-governmental organisation – a charity or 
other group that is not part of the Government. 

The UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child meets  in 
the Palais Wilson in Geneva  



No more age discrimination – Government 
says children must be treated fairly    
Following lots of work by the Young Equals campaign (led by CRAE), the 
Government has asked the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) to 
make sure that the new Equality Act makes a difference for all children and young 
people. A letter from the Government said that the EHRC should do 3 things: 
 
�x�� Make sure that information on the public sector equality duty deals with 

children and young people’s experiences of being treated unfairly because of 
their age 

�x�� Produce information about the Equality Act for all children 
�x�� Look at the effect of equality and discrimination laws on children and young 

people. 
 
CRAE is really pleased that the Government has written to EHRC about this. We 
think it shows that the Government is starting to take children and young people’s 
experiences of unfair age discrimination seriously. 
 
Read the Government’s letter: 
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2010/DEP2010-0762.pdf   
 
Find out what Young Equals says about the new Equality Act: 
http://www.crae.org.uk/assets/files/Young%20Equals%20statement%20on%
20Equality%20Act%202010.pdf  
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Young Equals is a group of charities and 
children who are campaigning to stop age 
discrimination. Young Equals is co-
ordinated by CRAE. To join the campaign, 
e-mail equality@crae.org.uk  
 

 

Public authorities (including schools, health services, police, social services 
and libraries) have to make sure that all people are able to benefit equally from 
their services, regardless of their race or gender, or whether or not they are 
disabled.  This is called a public sector equality duty.  

 
The Equality and Human Rights 
Commission works to stop discrimination and 
inequality, to protect human rights, and to 
build good relationships between different 
communities. 



Children’s views must be listened to in child 
protection 
The Government has updated guidance setting out what different organisations 
must do to keep children safe. It is called Working Together to Safeguard Children. 
After campaigning by CRAE, the Government has included a new section called 
‘Keeping the child in focus’. This is all about making sure adults speak directly to 
children about their own cases, tell them what is happening, and tell them about 
their rights. The guidance now does much more to promote a child’s right to be 
heard. It says that children ‘need to feel they are respected and understood as 
individual people and to have their wishes and feelings [always] taken into account.’ 
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Set back for participation rights 
The Government has failed to introduce new rules to make school governing bodies 
ask for the views of students. Although the Government did consult the public about 
what things governing bodies should ask students about, CRAE told the 
Government that the new rules they were suggesting didn’t really give children any 
new rights to be heard. We think students must be asked about lots of different 
matters affecting schools. CRAE will continue campaigning for children’s right to be 
heard in school. 

School governing bodies are a group of people whose main job is to 
help make big decisions about a school, such as selecting the head 
teacher, making sure the National Curriculum is taught and looking 
after school policies.  

Government sets out how local councils 
should help homeless children 
The Government has set out what local councils must do to support 16 and 17  
year-olds who are – or may become – homeless, following a court case where a 
council had not properly helped a young person. Among other things, the new 
Government guidance says that local councils must make sure that homeless 
young people can get independent advice when they need it. But some charities 
have said that the guidance is not clear enough about the law and who in the local 
council is responsible for these young people. CRAE is working with lawyers and 
charities to make sure local councils understand the law and give 16 and 17  
year-olds the help they need. 
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Votes at 16 hits the headlines  

The Labour Party and the Liberal Democrat Party have both 
supported lowering the voting age to 16 in their manifestos. 
They have joined many other political parties in supporting 
votes at 16, including the Green Party, Plaid Cymru, Scottish 
National Party, the Social Democratic and Labour Party, Sinn 
Fein and the Alliance Party of Northern Ireland. The think tank 
Demos has also published a report that says there are lots of 
good reasons for giving 16 and 17 year-olds the right to vote. 

 
CRAE is pleased that support for lowering the voting age is growing. Adam Roberts, 
a 17 year-old children’s rights activist, says: 
 

A lower voting age is important both as a right and as an opportunity to get 
young people involved... There are those who say young people aren’t mature 
enough. First, we need to accept that that’s a generalisation, and then to ask: 
who would we expect to vote? Would it be those who don’t care, or would it be 
those already showing a maturity and public-spiritedness: the 40% who 
volunteer? Arguing young people aren’t mature says more about our modern 
attitude towards all things youth than it does about young people. 

 
Find out what CRAE’s young activists think about Votes at 16: 
 http://www.crae.org.uk/protecting/democratic.html 
 
Read the Demos report: http://www.demos.co.uk/publications/thenewfrontier  

 
 A think tank is an organisation that carries out research. The aim of the  

research is usually to influence a particular group of people, such as business 
leaders or political parties. 

Concerns over locking up children in 
immigration centres 
The Chief Inspector of Prisons has published a report about her inspection of Yarl’s 
Wood Immigration Removal Centre in November. The report said that conditions 
had improved – including in education and the support given to children – but that 
too many children are still locked up for immigration reasons.  
 
Inspectors found that 420 children had been locked up at Yarl’s Wood in the last 6 
months. 68 of these children had been locked up for over a month, and one baby 
had been locked up for 100 days. The inspectors interviewed 3 children at the 
centre, who said they had been ‘depressed and shocked’, that they missed their 
friends, and that they were frightened and worried about the future. CRAE wants the 
Government to stop locking up children and their families for immigration reasons 
as it ignores children’s rights. 

An immigration removal centre is a place where people waiting to be 
deported are kept until they can go to another country. Sometimes  
people are kept here for a long times, in prison like conditions. 



Government avoids total ban on smacking 
The Government is going to change the law to say that 
only members of a child’s household or family will be 
able to use physical punishment on a child. It has 
made this decision after the Chief Adviser on the 
Safety of Children, Sir Roger Singleton, made 
recommendations about the law on smacking. CRAE 
is disappointed that the Government has avoided – 
again – a total ban on smacking. We think that instead 
of concentrating on who can or can’t smack children, 
the Government should be sending a strong message 
that children have a right to the same protection from 
all forms of violence as adults. 
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New rules on using force against students in 
schools 
The Government has sent new guidance (advice) to schools to tell them how and 
when they are allowed to use force against students. This is because schools must 
now record every time they use force against a child and report to parents. School 
staff are allowed to use force against a child if a child is breaking the law, injuring a 
person, damaging property, or seriously disrupting the school (this is known as 
keeping ‘good order and discipline’).  
 
CRAE was asked by the Government to look at the guidance before it was sent to 
schools. We said that the new rules had to protect children’s human rights. We are 
pleased about changes that were made to say that force must never be used by 
schools to punish a child, that force can only be used as a last resort (when 
everything else has been tried), and that as little force as possible should be used. 
We are pleased that schools must now make sure that staff are properly trained in 
how to use force safely. 
 
CRAE understands that in rare situations teachers may have to use force against a 
student to protect another child or others from harm. We do not believe that force 
should ever be used to keep good order. 

Physical punishment includes things such as slapping, hitting and 
smacking a child. At the moment, the law says that teachers in schools 
are not allowed to hit children. But this does not include people who 
provide less than 12 and a half hours of education a week. This means 
that sports coaches, youth workers, music teachers and home tutors are 
still legally allowed to hit children. The law allows a parent or carer to hit 
a child in the home as long as it does not leave mark or cause offence. If 
a parent employs someone to look after a child (like a nanny), they can 
also smack the child with the parent’s permission. This is not against 
the law. 
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Government drops PSHE and sex education 
from new laws 
The Government has scrapped its plans to make PSHE part of the school statutory 
curriculum – subjects that schools must teach to all students. The Children’s 
Secretary Ed Balls said that the Government did this because the Conservative 
Party did not want the age at which parents can take their child out of sex and 
relationships education (SRE) to be lowered to 15. At the moment, parents can take 
their child out of SRE up to the age of 19; the Government wanted to change this to 
15. This is called parental withdrawal. 
 
CRAE has been campaigning for the right of parental withdrawal to be taken away 
completely. 
 
Ed Balls told Michael Gove MP (who is in charge of children’s issues for the 
Conservative Party) that it would go against human rights law for the age of parental 
withdrawal to be 16 (which the Conservative Party wanted instead of 15). CRAE 
has sent a Freedom of Information request to the Government to get a copy of the 
legal advice Ed Balls was given about this, because we think that keeping the age 
of parental withdrawal at 19 also goes against human rights law. 
 
Read the letter from Ed Balls to Michael Gove: http://www.edballs.co.uk/index.jsp?
i=4812&s=1111 
 
Read the Conservative Party response: 
http://www.conservatives.com/News/News_stories/2010/04/
Conservatives_successfully_block_more_bureaucracy_for_teachers.aspx 

Testing may weaken children’s rights, says 
teaching union 

The National Association of Teachers (NUT) and the 
National Association of Headteachers are asking their 
members if they should refuse to run Key Stage 2 tests. 
This is because they think the pressure on schools to do 
well in league tables is damaging teaching. The NUT has 
said that testing 11 year-olds does not respect children’s 
right to an education that develops them to their full 
potential: ‘Some of the Articles [in the CRC] are about 
basic human rights. These include the right to be educated 
in the round not only to pass exams’. 

 
In 2008, CRAE welcomed the Government’s decision to remove national Key Stage 
3 tests, but we are disappointed that it has done very little since then to deal with 
the effect of testing on children’s mental health. Children and young people from 
England told the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child in 2008 that they ‘should 
be able to enjoy education’. 



PARLIAMENT  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Parliament has been dissolved (closed) by the Queen and a general election 
announced for 6 May 2010. Before this happened, MPs and Peers worked together 
to make sure all the new laws being debated in Parliament were able to be passed. 
Here’s an update on what happened. 
 

Children’s Rights Bill   
The Children’s Rights Bill, which aimed to make the CRC part of the law in the UK, 
had support from lots of MPs and Peers but there was not time before Parliament 
was closed for the Bill to be debated. CRAE, as part of the Rights of the Child UK 
(ROCK) coalition, will continue our work to make the CRC part of the law in the UK, 
which we hope will include getting the Bill introduced again in the next Parliament. 
 
Keep up-to-date with our campaign at http://www.crae.org.uk/protecting/uk-law.html 
 

Child Poverty Act 
The Child Poverty Act has now been passed. The Campaign to End Child Poverty 
(which includes CRAE) managed to improve the law during debates in Parliament – 
the Secretary of State must now think about what effect the Government’s work on 
child poverty will have on different groups of children that are most likely to be living 
in poverty. The Government must now consult children when it is preparing plans to 
deal with child poverty. 
 
 

Crime and Security Act 
CRAE thinks that parts of the Crime and Security Act, including new rules about 
collecting and keeping children’s DNA on the National DNA Database, the use of 
injunctions for gang-related violence for those over the age of 14, and less 
checking of how stop and search is used by the police may all mean that children’s 
rights are less well protected in the law.   

Page 11 

Injunctions are court orders that stop a person doing a particular 
thing or having contact with particular people. 



Children, Schools and Families Act 
The Government ran out of time to get the Children, Schools and Families Bill 
through Parliament before the election was called. This meant that the political 
parties sat down to decide which parts of the Bill should be made into law, and 
which parts should be dropped because the political parties could not agree.  
 
Plans to make PSHE compulsory and to lower the age when parents can take their 
children out of sex and relationships education were dropped. Plans for pupil and 
parent guarantees (agreements setting out what schools will provide) and new rules 
for home education were also taken out.  
 
The final Act does include new powers for Local Safeguarding Children Boards 
to share information about children, and it will also allow the media to find out more 
about children’s cases in the family courts. CRAE thinks this threatens the privacy 
rights of children. 

Equality Act  
The Equality Act became law this month. Although under-18s are still not included 
in the new laws banning unfair age discrimination, the Government has said in 
public that the guidance on how public services should carry out their new equality 
duties will include advice on how they can make sure children are treated fairly. 
The Government also wrote to the Equality and Human Rights Commission asking 
it to check that the Equality Act is having a positive effect on children’s lives, and to 
think about what information children need about the Equality Act.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
More information 
To find out more about CRAE's work in Parliament, e-mail CRAE’s parliamentary 
adviser Catherine Hodder at chodder@crae.org.uk. 

Local Safeguarding Children Boards are made up of representatives of lots of 
different organisations in a local area, including police, social services and health 
organisations. These people have a legal duty to protect the welfare of all children 
and young people in the area and keep them safe from harm. 

Public authorities (including schools, health services, police, 
social services and libraries) have to make sure that all people 
are able to benefit equally from their services, regardless of their 
race or gender, or whether or not they are disabled.  This is 
called a public sector equality duty. When the Equality Bill 
becomes law, public authorities will have to make sure that all 
people are able to benefit equally from their services, regardless 
of their age, religion or belief, sexual orientation, race or gender, 
or whether or not they are disabled. 

Discrimination is unfair treatment of a person or group because of something 
about them, like their race, gender, sexuality or disability. Age discrimination 
is unfair treatment of a person or a group of people because of their age. 
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Carla Garnelas – senior policy and change officer (equality)  
cgarnelas@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 25 
 
Carolyne Willow—national co-ordinator  
cwillow@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 22 
  
Catherine Hodder – parliamentary adviser  
chodder@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 27 
 
Katy Swaine – legal director 
kswaine@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 30 
 
Krishna Maroo – children’s rights communications officer  
kmaroo@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 26 
 
Sabeena Kistnah— legal policy and membership 
skistnah@crae.org.uk and 020 278 8222 ext. 29 
 
Safiyyah Muhammad- campaigns administrator  
smuhammad@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 29  
 
Sam Dimmock – head of policy and public affairs  
sdimmock@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 23 
 
Sue Marris – office manager  
smarris@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 20 
 
Tom Burke – senior policy and change officer (participation) 
tburke@crae.org.uk and 020 7278 8222 ext. 24 

CRAE contacts 
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