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Welcome to CRAE’s Young Activists Network
CRAE’s Young Activists Network is for all our members under the age of 18. You get all the
benefits of being a CRAE member — including this bulletin! — and now you’ll also be able to get
involved in our campaigns to protect and respect children’s human rights. An important part of
this will be telling us what you’ve been doing to promote children’s rights where you live.
If you would like more information on any of the stories in this bulletin, or want to tell us what you
think about the bulletin, please contact Carla Garnelas on 020 7278 8222 extension 25 or at
cgarnelas@crae.org.uk.

Take action: Votes at 16!

Inside... Voting is an important human right. On 6 May over a million 16 and 17
year-olds will be denied the vote, and we think this is unfair.
General election 2 CRAE is part of the Votes at 16 coalition. This campaigns for the

voting age to be lowered to 16 (it is 18 at the moment). We are
determined to keep the pressure on politicians so that this will be the

L last general election where 16 and 17 year-olds are not allowed to
Age discrimination 6

vote.
Interested in this issue?
- Visit the Votes at 16 website at VOTES AT
i www.votesat16.org.uk to find out e .
Children’s views how to join the campaign. k
j paig - LY F
Become a fan of Votes at 16 on
9
_ Facebook
Smacking
Follow the campaign on twitter g
PSHE and sex Votes at 16 campaigns for 16 and 17 year-olds to be given the right
education 10 to vote in all UK public elections. It was launched in 2003, and is
) made up of 40 leading youth and democracy organisations. The
Parliament 11

Votes at 16 campaign is supported by thousands of young people
and people of all ages, as well as politicians, the Welsh Assembly

and the Scottish Parliament.
CRAE contacts 13




A manifesto is a document where a political party sets
out its policies (what it believes, and what it will do) on
lots of different issues. Manifestos are published just
before a general election takes place.

A general election is a day when most citizens over 18 can
vote for the politicians they want to run the country. A
general election is usually held every four or five years, and
the Government is allowed to decide when it will be. The last
general election was held in May 2005. The next one is
going to be 6 May 2010.

+ What did they

J say about
- children’s rights?

The Human Rights Act was passed in 1998. It makes most of
the rights and freedoms in the European Convention on Human
Rights part of UK law. This means that human rights must be
followed, and that you can bring a case to court in the UK if
your rights are not respected.
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The youth justice system is the way children and young people
who are accused of committing a crime are dealt with. It includes the
police, the courts, prisons, and the probation service.




ContactPoint is a national database that will hold information
about every child in England aged 17 and under. This information
will include each child’s name, address, date of birth, parents or
carers, and details of some services each child uses.




The Human Rights Council is a body in the UN whose job is to promote and
protect human rights around the world. It is made up of UN Member States. It
carries out examinations of the human rights situation in different countries,

and sets out what UN Member States must do to better protect human rights.

Optional Protocols are new rules that have been added to a Convention, which
governments can decide if they want to agree to. The UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child has 2 Optional Protocols - one on the involvement of children in armed
conflict and one on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography.

The UN Committee on the
Rights of the Child meets in
the Palais Wilson in Geneva
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No more age discrimination — Government

says children must be treated fairly

Following lots of work by the Young Equals campaign (led by CRAE), the
Government has asked the Equality and Human Rights Commission (EHRC) to
make sure that the new Equality Act makes a difference for all children and young
people. A letter from the Government said that the EHRC should do 3 things:

x  Make sure that information on the public sector equality duty deals with
children and young people’s experiences of being treated unfairly because of
their age

x  Produce information about the Equality Act for all children

x  Look at the effect of equality and discrimination laws on children and young
people.

CRAE is really pleased that the Government has written to EHRC about this. We
think it shows that the Government is starting to take children and young people’s
experiences of unfair age discrimination seriously.

Read the Government’s letter:
http://www.parliament.uk/deposits/depositedpapers/2010/DEP2010-0762.pdf

Find out what Young Equals says about the new Equality Act:
http://www.crae.org.uk/assets/files/Young%20Equals%20statement%200n%
20Equality%20Act%202010.pdf

Young Equals is a group of charities and
children who are campaigning to stop age
discrimination. Young Equals is co-
ordinated by CRAE. To join the campaign,
e-mail equality@crae.org.uk

Public authorities (including schools, health services, police, social services
and libraries) have to make sure that all people are able to benefit equally from
their services, regardless of their race or gender, or whether or not they are
disabled. Thisis called a public sector equality duty.

Equa'ity PY11¢ Bl 'he Equality and Human Rights
Commission works to stop discrimination and

Human Rights inequality, to protect human rights, and to
Commission build good relationships between different
communities.
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Children’s views must be listened to in child
protection

The Government has updated guidance setting out what different organisations
must do to keep children safe. It is called Working Together to Safeguard Children.
After campaigning by CRAE, the Government has included a new section called
‘Keeping the child in focus’. This is all about making sure adults speak directly to
children about their own cases, tell them what is happening, and tell them about
their rights. The guidance now does much more to promote a child’s right to be
heard. It says that children ‘need to feel they are respected and understood as
individual people and to have their wishes and feelings [always] taken into account.’

School governing bodies are a group of people whose main job is to
help make big decisions about a school, such as selecting the head
teacher, making sure the National Curriculum is taught and looking
after school policies.

Government sets out how local councils
should help homeless children

The Government has set out what local councils must do to support 16 and 17
year-olds who are — or may become — homeless, following a court case where a
council had not properly helped a young person. Among other things, the new
Government guidance says that local councils must make sure that homeless
young people can get independent advice when they need it. But some charities
have said that the guidance is not clear enough about the law and who in the local
council is responsible for these young people. CRAE is working with lawyers and
charities to make sure local councils understand the law and give 16 and 17
year-olds the help they need.
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A think tank is an organisation that carries out research. The aim of the
research is usually to influence a particular group of people, such as business
leaders or political parties.

An immigration removal centre is a place where people waiting to be
deported are kept until they can go to another country. Sometimes
people are kept here for a long times, in prison like conditions.




Physical punishment includes things such as slapping, hitting and
smacking a child. At the moment, the law says that teachers in schools
are not allowed to hit children. But this does not include people who
provide less than 12 and a half hours of education a week. This means
that sports coaches, youth workers, music teachers and home tutors are
still legally allowed to hit children. The law allows a parent or carer to hit
a child in the home as long as it does not leave mark or cause offence. If
a parent employs someone to look after a child (like a nanny), they can
also smack the child with the parent’s permission. This is not against
the law.

New rules on using force against students in
schools

The Government has sent new guidance (advice) to schools to tell them how and
when they are allowed to use force against students. This is because schools must
now record every time they use force against a child and report to parents. School
staff are allowed to use force against a child if a child is breaking the law, injuring a
person, damaging property, or seriously disrupting the school (this is known as
keeping ‘good order and discipline’).

CRAE was asked by the Government to look at the guidance before it was sent to
schools. We said that the new rules had to protect children’s human rights. We are
pleased about changes that were made to say that force must never be used by
schools to punish a child, that force can only be used as a last resort (when
everything else has been tried), and that as little force as possible should be used.
We are pleased that schools must now make sure that staff are properly trained in
how to use force safely.

CRAE understands that in rare situations teachers may have to use force against a
student to protect another child or others from harm. We do not believe that force
should ever be used to keep good order.
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Injunctions are court orders that stop a person doing a particular
thing or having contact with particular people.




Local Safeguarding Children Boards are made up of representatives of lots of
different organisations in a local area, including police, social services and health
organisations. These people have a legal duty to protect the welfare of all children
and young people in the area and keep them safe from harm.

Discrimination is unfair treatment of a person or group because of something
about them, like their race, gender, sexuality or disability. Age discrimination
is unfair treatment of a person or a group of people because of their age.

Public authorities (including schools, health services, police,
social services and libraries) have to make sure that all people
are able to benefit equally from their services, regardless of their
race or gender, or whether or not they are disabled. This is
called a public sector equality duty. When the Equality Bill
becomes law, public authorities will have to make sure that all
people are able to benefit equally from their services, regardless
of their age, religion or belief, sexual orientation, race or gender,
or whether or not they are disabled.
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