Who’s who in Government

The Prime Minister is in charge of the Government and decides which MPs will become Ministers. Ministers are in charge of particular things for the Government, like children, health, schools, equality, and environmental issues. 

The Cabinet is a small group of MPs and Peers that run the main departments of the Government. They often hold the title of Minister, or Secretary of State. The Cabinet decides Government policy (what the Government thinks about different issues). 

These are the main ministers in the UK Government:

Prime Minister – David Cameron MP

The Prime Minister is the leader of the Government. David Cameron MP is also the leader of the Conservative Party.
Deputy Prime Minister – Nick Clegg MP

The Deputy Prime Minister is in charge of reforming our political system. Nick Clegg MP is also the leader of the Liberal Democrat Party.

Chancellor of the Exchequer – George Osborne MP

The Chancellor sets taxes and decides how the Government spends public money. The Chancellor prepares and presents the Government’s Budget, which sets out what the Government will spend each year.

Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs – William Hague MP

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs is responsible for protecting the UK’s interests abroad. 

Secretary of State for the Home Department – Theresa May MP

Theresa May is in charge of the Home Department, which is the Government department responsible for immigration, the police, community safety and preventing terrorism. She is also the Minister for Women and Equalities. 

Secretary of State for Justice – Kenneth Clark QC MP

The Ministry for Justice helps the Government to make decisions about youth justice, the courts, prisons, democracy and electoral reform.

Secretary of State for Education – Michael Gove MP

Michael Gove is in charge of the Department for Education, which works on issues around children, young people and families. This includes education, child poverty and the health of children.

Secretary of State for Health – Andrew Lansley MP

The Secretary of State for Health is responsible for health care and trying to make sure people lead healthy lives. 

Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government – Eric Pickles MP

Eric Pickles MP is in charge of the Department for Communities and Local Government. This department tries to make sure communities are strong and healthy, and that local councils are doing all they can to build such communities.

Secretary of State for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport – Jeremy Hunt MP 

Jeremy Hunt MP runs the Department for Culture, Olympics, Media and Sport. This department is in charge of Government action on the arts, sport and the Olympics, tourism, the media, and the film and music industry.

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – Caroline Spelman MP

Caroline Spelman looks after the Government’s decisions on the environment, farming, the countryside and sustainable development (making sure how we live now is good for us and is good for the generations that come after us).

Secretary of State for Work and Pensions – Iain Duncan Smith MP

The Department for Work and Pensions makes decisions about benefits and support for parents. 

Secretary of State for Business, Innovation and Skills – Dr Vincent Cable MP

This department aims to support the British economy by strengthening businesses in the UK. This includes by making sure that people have the right skills and education, including at university and through colleges, and by funding scientific research. 
Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change – Chris Huhne MP

The Department for Energy and Climate Change is the government department responsible for preventing dangerous climate change and researching clean, safe and cheap forms of energy.  
Secretary of State for Defence – Dr. Liam Fox MP

Dr. Liam Fox MP is in charge of decisions relating to the defence of our country and whether or not we get involved in wars abroad.

Secretary of State for International Development – Andrew Mitchell MP

The Department for International Development is in charge of the money Britain gives to developing countries. It works to get rid of poverty.
Secretary of State for Transport – Philip Hammond MP

The Department for Transport is in charge of our public transport systems and making sure that they meet the needs of the economy, the environment and society.

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland – Owen Paterson MP

Secretary of State for Scotland – Michael Moore MP
Secretary of State for Wales – Cheryl Gillan MP

Chief Secretary to the Treasury – Danny Alexander MP
The Chief Secretary helps the Chancellor of the Exchequer to decide how public money is spent. He is also in charge of spending reviews – looking at how the Government is using public money and how much money is put aside for different services. 

Junior Ministers

There are senior ministers and junior ministers. The senior ministers usually decide on the responsibilities of the junior ministers. There are lots of ministers in the Government. Sarah Teather MP, the Minister for Children and Families, and Nick Gibb MP, the Minister for Schools, are junior ministers (not members of the Cabinet). Sarah Teather, Minister for Children, is in charge of making sure the UNCRC is put into practice.
Click here for a full list of Ministers  

